Lory County, Minois 
April 29, 1866 to- gue 15, 1862 


Perry County Commissioners 
Book A 
Editor’s Note 
This ancient, musty, moldy old book, with its pages shattering bits all over the desk and floor, 
loose pages always slipping down, sometimes very faint writing and the confusing capital letters of 
the writers, was a real jewel. Donna Timpner Vuichard thought it should be done. She is especially 
good at finding things I should do. All kidding aside, she is quite helpful in supplying interesting pro- 
jects for me. I became especially fascinated with the “poor persons” and created the “Highlights” sec- 
tion so you may enjoy them also. It took about one month of constant work to complete the book. I 
hope you enjoy it as much as I did. 
Inez Bost Eisenhauer 
30 October 1999 


Perry County Commissioners 
Book A 
Beginning Monday 03 Dec 1855 


“Ordered by the court that the following repairs be made on the county jail as follows, to wit, first that 
the floor now in the jail be covered cross wise of the present floor with good inch oak plank after said 
lank is laid said floor to be laid off both ways by lines into one inch squares and said squares to be 
filled with double ten nails. And that there be sufficiently spiked on over the window on the inside of 
said jail slab iron one 1/4 of an inch thick and that there be drilled in same slab over said windows 
holes one fourth of an inch large all over said slab of iron that covers said windows and that the door 
to the upper room of said jail on the inside of said door be covered with sheet iron and to be well 
rivited on and there be put to said door a good and substantial lock and key. And that Matthew P. 
Jones be appointed by this court to gave erected a good and substantial pair of stairs running up to the 
upper door of said jail and that the said Matthew P. Jones fix back the log that was taken out of the 
floor of said jail and have well spiked down with sheet iron to the logs on each side of said log and 
that he have the foundation of said jail that was lately broken repaired in a good and substatian and 
workman like manner and that the said Matthew P. Jones superintence the making of all said repairs 
to said jail.” 


“At the last term of this court, to wit, April the 29th 1856 the court ordered certain repairs to be made 
on the county jail and since that time a portion of the flooring has been burnt out and the foundation 
of said jail undermined. Hereupon it is ordered by the court that the portion of said flooring that has 
been destroyed and damaged be repaired by good hewn timbers of the same thickness of the timbers 
in said floor that have been destroyed or damaged and that the foundation of said jail be again re- 
paired in a good and substantial manner. And that there be spikes on over the window of the upper 
room of said jail slab iron one 1/4 of an inch thick and that there be holes drilled in said slab iron one 
1/4 inch large all over said iron. And that instead of lineing the door of the upper room of said jail 
with sheet iron that there be put on sufficiently over the lock of said door a piece of plough mole iron 
and that the order made at said April term appointing M. P. Jones agent to attend to the repairing of 
said jail be recinded and that Ferdinand Jenner be and he is hereby appointed by the court to superin- 
tend the repairing of said county jail. 


Ordered that court be adjourned untill court in course. 
L. G. Jones G C Court 
J. G. Clark A Justice 
John Pyle Asociate 
John D. Rees 


HIGHLIGHTS 


At the last term of this court, to wit, April the 29th 1856 the court ordered certain repairs 
to be made on the county jail and since that time a portion of the flooring has been burnt 
out and the foundation of said jail underminded. 
Hereupon it is ordered by the court that the portion of said flooring that has been 
destroyed & damaged be repaired by good hewn timbers of the same thickness of the 
timbers in said floor that have been destroyed or damaged and that the foundation of said 
jail be again repaired in a good and substantial manner And that there be spikes on over 
the window of the upper room of said jail slab iron one 1/4 of an inch thick & that there 
be holes drilled in said slab iron one 1/4 inch large all over said iron 
And that instead of lineing the door of the upper room of said jail with sheet iron that 
there be put on sufficiently over the lock of said door a piece of plough mole iron and 
that the order made at said April term appointing M. P. Jones agent to attend to the 
repairing of said jail be recinded and that Ferdinand Jenner be and he is hereby appointed 
by the court to superinted the repairing of said county jail 
Ordered that court be adjourned untill court in course 

L. G. Jones GC Court 

J.G. Clark A Justice 

John Pyle = Asociate 

John D. Rees Sherriff 
Page 2, Anderson Chandler, a poor person; Petition signed by 38 persons for a relocation 
of a part of the road from Shawneetown to St. Louis 
Page 3, Sarah Woolcot, a pauper being kept by Alexander Clark, allowed $2.50 
Page 8, Richard Marlow granted a liscence to retail spiritous liquors by the small in the 
town of Pinckneyville. 
Page 10, Allen W. Murray paid $21.25 for keeping Wiatt Watson for 13 weeks. 
Page 13, Ordered that all able bodied men over the age of twenty years and under the age 
of fifty years be required to perform four days road labor in their respective road districts 
during the ensuing year. 
Page 15, Robert Gilliam given job of building bridge over Little Mudy river where 
Benton road crosses Little Mudy for $499.50. 
Page 18, Alonson Edwards allowed $12 for making coffins for McRoberts and for Green 
Reynolds wife, poor persons. 
Page 18, John Anderson allowed .50 cents for putting Irons on two prisioners in the 
county jail. 
Page 18, Mary Woolcott and Josiah Preswood described as ‘poor persons’. 
Page 18, John Loban, James Gaddes, Daniel Milton and Thomas Hern in the county jail. 
Page 19, George W. Campbell appointed overseer of the poor in the Duquoin Depo 
District instead of Robert Yearian, resigned. 
Page 22, June, 1856, James McCandless given a permit, cost $1.50, to peddle goods, 
wears and merchandise , also a permit for the same to James McCratty 
Page 24, Andrew J. Crain granted license to keep a grocery in the town of Pinckneyville, 
cost $50. 


Page 25, Robert Dixon allowed money for medical bill of William Hayden and ‘poor 
person' Abram Jewell. Nathan Ramsey allowed $15.75 for keeping Mary Woolcot, poor 
person, for 7 weeks. L. Jones also gets $13.50 for keeping Mary Woolcot for 6 weeks. 
Page 26, George W. Park to be paid $6.00 for making coffin for Benjamin King, a poor 
person. 

Page 26, Alexander Dickey granted permit to peddle goods in the county. 

Page 28, Samuel M. Carte(r)? paid for medical aid given to McRoberts, a poor person. 
Page 28, Thomas J. Able granted license, cost $50., to keep a grocery in a house near the 
store of John D. Rees and James Richie . 
Page 28, Nancy Pincknerton, a poor person 

Page 29, George W. Hanner granted license to keep a grocery in St. Johns. 

Page 33, Samuel M. Carter allowed $3.00 for medical aid to a German pauper, unnamed 
Page 36, The following listing is not titled: 


Number Amount 
Horses 3539 133225 
Nea? Cattle 7622 91078 
Mules and asses 276 10844 
Sheep 5919 5919 
Hogs 8265 8265 
Carriages and waggons 618 20965 
Clocks and watches abt 1509 
Pianos 
Goods and merchandise 25800 
Bankers property 
Manufactured articles 585 
Moneys and credit 30598 
Bonds, stocks etc 
Unenumerated property 45413 
aggregate 374201 
deductions 26133 
Total value of taxable personal property 348068 
Total value of lands and town lots 862783 
Total tax levied 16114.00 


Page 37, Keniday listed as poor person 

Page 37, Samuel Evans allowed the sum of $5.00 for coffin for Keniday. 

Page 37, Lucinda Parkerson allowed $28.25 for keeping Mary Woolcot 13 weeks 

Page 40, Reddin S (or L) Skipworth, a poor person, having medical aid 

Page 41, James G. M. Anderson allowed the sum of $13.75 for holding inquest over the 
body of a mulata child found dead and for the coffin. 

Page 41, Simon Alexander, Richard Amold, Skipworth Redin, Stil? and Abraham Jewell, 
poor persons 

Page 42, Sabra Vic, a negro woman 

Page 47, Lucy Marlow, a poor person 


Page 48, March 17, 1857, Meserole and Knox granted license to keep a grocery in the 
town of St. Johns 

Page 50, Benjamin H. Williams granted a license for a grocery in a building occupied by 
him near Du Quoin Station. Also a license granted for grocery to George W. Chedester 
1/2 mile east of the Station, in building formerly occupied by James Stilley. 

Page 51, Is Sabra Vice in jail? 

Page 52, Much of this page is illegibile. David M. Hoge is the sherriff. 

Page 53, Richard Arnold, poor person 

Pages 53 to 63 very faint, cannot read all. 

Page 62, John Steele, Fas?? Ford and John M. Dickey granted license to peddle goods, 
wears and merchandise. 

Page 63, Wyat? Watson listed as a poor person. 

Page 77, John W. Pyatt swears that he has never fought a duel of acted as an accomplice 
to a duel. 

Page 86, Abraham Jewell, a poor person 

Page 88, Isaac N. Graham allowed $5.00 for making a coffin for Mrs. Woolcot, a poor 
person. 

Page 90, Elizabeth Flood, a poor person, James Skipworth also a poor person. Thomas 
Hill allowed $4.00 for assisting in burying Henry Hull, a poor person. 

Page 93, John B. Davis was allowed $72.75 for furnishing bedding to William and Asa 
Soper, prisoners in the county jail for 60 days. Peter House granted $48.00 for taking 
care of Blake Gaines & family & bur(y)ing child. Harrison Hicks now caring for Reddin 
Skipworth. 

Page 86, Samuel Dolbins paid for making coffin for Blake Gaines. 

Page 101, Christopher Winters allowed $20.00 for keeping J. M. Bruce who was insane. 
Page 105, Charles N. Buckanan to be paid $12.00 for making coffins for Glover, Elijah 
and Martha Henley. 

Page 107, William Hutchings allowed $1.50 a day for care of Elizabeth Murphy, a 
pauper. 

Page 109, Cost for keeping Mrs. Murphy at $2.00 per week. 

Page 111, "Ordered that John E. Engram be allowed the sum of $8.21 for keeping 
Elizabeth Flood, a poor person from the fifteenth of May last to the present time at two 
Dollars and fifty cents per week Ordered that Samuel Flood be notified to take care of 
and support his sister Elizabeth Flood who it is said is a poor person or to show cause at 
the next term of this court why he shall not forfeit and pay to the said county court the 
sum of Five dollars for each month for which he shall pay or refuse so to do." 

Page 117, "Elizabeth Gilbert, formerly Elizabeth Hatcher be notified to take care of and 
support her daughter, Rachel Cox, who it is said is insane and a poor person as to show 
cause at the next term of this court why she shall not forfeit and pay to the said county 
court the sum of Five Dollars for each month for which she shall fail or refuse so to do." 
Page 118, Allen Parlier allowed $1.50 "for holding inquest for R. L. Parish who was 
found dead upon or near the Illinois Central Rail Road for summoning jury and 
furnishing shrouding for the same." 

Page 118, Alonson Edwards allowed $6.00 for making coffin for John Dry, a poor person 
(Dry is not very legible) 


Go 


Page 118, Thomas Evans allowed $30.25 for keeping Elizabeth Flood.for 8 1/2 weeks. 
Page 120, Redin Skipworth allowed $50.00 for boarding & clothing James Skipworth 
twenty seven weeks, the said James Skipworth being a pauper. 

Page 122, John B. Davis allowed $42.10 for "committing and dieting Hilkiah McHenry, a 
prisoner in the county jail from the June term of the county court 1858 to the present 
time." (Sept. 7, 1858) 

Page 123, "Ordered that Lewis Hammack be employed on behalf of this county for the 
purpose of defending said county against the payment of demands which are or hereafter 
may be brought against the same for the support of one Rachel Cox a poor person and 
said to be insane." 

Page 124, "Ordered that all the paupers in this county except Josiah Preswood be let out 
to the lowest responsible bidder and that John W. Pyatt be and he is hereby authorized to 
give notices of the same in the Perry County Times and is to receive sealed bids untill the 
first day of October next from all persons wishing to take all of said paupers and all that 
may become paupers within twelve months from the first day of October next those 
bidding for said paupers will bid so much per week and will be required to take charge of 
said paupers for the term of one year from the first day of October next as aforesaid 
ordered that Court be adjourned untill court in course." 

Page 126, Coffin to be made for old man Todd, a poor person. 

Page 128, John B. Davis allowed the sum of $8.50 for dieting Abraham Bardsmess, a 
prisioner in the county jail from the 20th day of November. 

Page 128, Helhiah McHenry, a prisioner in the county jail from the 7 day of September to 
the sixth day of December 1858, fifty cents per day. 

Page 128, Abraham Jewel being kept by Robert Dickson. 

Page 128, Louisa White, a poor person--John Barclay allowed $27.87 for keeping her. 
Page 131, David V. Sanders allowed $5.00 for making coffin for Tempa Henson, a poor 
person. D. B. Hatch allowed $2.40 for shrouding for Mrs. Henson. 

Page 135, Charles Carle allowed $20.00 for medical aid given to William Owens, a poor 
person. On page 136 Owen's wife is included. 

Page 139, It now appears that Abraham Jewell who has heretofore received support from 
this county as a poor person is now able to earn a livelyhood for him self. 


Page 139, Due to the fact so many names are so repeditive they will not be included in 


the remaining pages. 
Page 141, Abram Bardmess still in jail. 


Page 143, Alonson Edwards allowed $5.00 for making coffin for Josiah Preswood. 
Money is allowed for the keeping of Lansia (Louisa)? White, for an inquest over the dead 
body of Jane Dodson. Wiatt Watson still being kept. 

Page 145, $10.00 allowed for medicine for John Grimes, a poor person. 

Page 146, Matthew Marlow allowed $26.80 for keeping and clothing Lucy Marlow, a 
poor person. 

Page 161, All able bodied men over the age of twenty one years and under the age of fifty 
years are required to perform five days road labor during the ensuing year. 

Page 164, John B. Davis allowed 40.25 for committing and dieting Abram Bardmess and 
Leflois (or r) prisioners in the jail. 

Page 171, Mrs. White, a pauper 


Page 172, William Owens, a pauper 

Page 174, David V. Sanders allowed $6.65 for money paid and for expenses in 
overtaking & catching David Martin a criminal. 

Page 175, James A. Mosely submitted a petition signed by forty five citizens to start a 
grocery near the store of James Crain and Edgar. 

Page 176, $1.00 to be allowed for the purchase of a bottle of ink. 

Page 178, Rice H. Eaton allowed money for articles furnished to Robert Pyle, a poor 
person. 

Page 179, $3.00 allowed for coffin for Robert Pyle child a poor person. 

Page 185, Thomas Varnell a poor person died some time previous at Thomas P. 
Harrisons of this county leaving some few articles of property of but little value not 
sufficient to justify an administration on his estate and the county at this term of this 
court having paid off his physicians bill in his last illness. 

Page 187, F. B. Garner allowed $3.00 for making coffin for Milburn, a poor person, also 
$2.50 for coffin for child of R. L. Parish. 

Page 188, John A. Bowlin allowed $19.00 for expences paid out on hunting Bardmess, 
Martin & Fincy who were escaping from justice. 

Page 188, Lucy Marlow described as "poor and insane person"; Richard and Elizaabeth 
Arnold still described as "poor persons.” 

Page 192, "This day Wall & Dyer presented in court here an account against this county 
for the sum of $25.00 for performing a surgical operation on William Owens a poor 
person." 

Page 192, "This day Bob Jones a colored man presented in court here an account against 
the county for the sum of $13.00 for making repairs on county jail and the court being of 
opinion that said charge is extravigant." The court only allowed $10.00. 

Page 194, Pasper, a poor person. 

Page 194, Wall & Dyer allowed $6.00 for medical attendance on a German a pauper at 
the house of Samuel McElvain. 

Page 196, G. R. Hinke & Bro allowed $7.00 for articles furnished Robert Pyle, (Monday, 
Dec. 5, 1859.) 

Page 196, Alonson Edwards allowed $7.50 for making coffin for Robert Pyle. James S. 
Craig allowed $5.04 for bacon furnished Robert Pyle, a poor person. Robert Whitley 
presented bill for $54.30 for medicle aid given to Robert Pyle. 

Page 196, Lewis Taylor allowed $13.90 for keeping Richard Amold & wife. 

Malone, Paterick Malone paid $7.00 for guarding county jail 15 half days. D. D. Hatfield 
allowed $6.00 for coffin for Mrs. Kinison a poor person. 

Page 198, William Tryell allowed $1.80 for a pair of shoes furnished a pauper. Jane 
McCain allowed $19.50 for keeping Matthew Mattsrine, a pauper and $22:50 for keeping 
Nicholas Leas Wa. (Odd name) 

Page 199-200, R. H. Green allowed $9.50 for one dozen chairs furnished the county. . 
Page 200, Nicholas Leaswa is name shown on previous page 198. 

Page 200, Thomas H. Burgess presented account for $20.00 for medical aid for Martha 
Kinison & child, poor persons. $16.00 allowed. 

Page 202, $9.00 paid for 100 bushels of coal for the county clerks offices. 


Page 204, William Hutchings allowed $21.00 for coffins for Mrs Murphy & Guy poor 
ersons. 

ae 205, Jefferson Thornberry allowed $17.00 for hunting & arresting horse thief. F. B. 

Garner allowed $6.00 for coffin for Mrs. Myder, a poor person. George L. Thomas, 

Christian Reidleberger, and Lewis Taylor allowed money for keeping William Owens, 

Wiatt Watson and Richard Arnold and wife Elizabeth. 

Page 207, Thomas P. Harrison allowed $2.78 for articles furnished to Thomas Varnell, 

poor person. Matthew Marlow allowed $30 for keeping Richard Amold & wife, $19.50 

for keeping Lucy Marlow. George W. Brown allowed $18.50 for keeping Richard Arnold 

and furnishing coffin. Alonson Edwards made coffin for old man Tolbert a poor person. 

Page 208, Jane McCane allowed money for keeping Nicholas Le wa and Matthew Rene, 

poor persons. George G. McClure allowed $4.50 for medicines for poor persons. 

Page 209, John B. Davis allowed 117.17 for committing and dieting Smith & other 

prisoners. Rice Eaton allowed money for shrouding old man Tolbert. Abraham Jewell 

still being kept as 'poor person.’ 

Page 210, Inquest over an inphant (infant) child found at the farm of Abner Keith. 

Page 219, Samuel Spotts allowed $6.00 for making a coffin for a pauper who died at the 

house of Samuel McElvain. 

Page 226, J. L. Mann allowed $3.15 for articles furnished H. J. Keen a poor person now 

deceased. 

Page 228, Ewing Lewis charged with committing larceny who was afterwards convicted. 

Page 231, John B. Davis allowed $29.87 for committing and dieting William M. 

Rockwell a prisioner in the county jail. 

Page 232, Thomas S. Roe allowed $10.00 for medicine given to F. P. Sronce a poor 

person and a prisioner. (This is probably medicine for two persons.) Abram Jewell, 

Wiatt Watson, Lucy Marlow are still being cared for by others. 


From this point names will only be used in the alphabetical listing if they are not 


repeditive. 
Page 236, C. A. Wood allowed $1.10 for sewing done for the child of Frances Sronce a 


poor person. 

Page 237, Ferdinand Jenner allowed $63.00 for boarding Francis Sronce a prisioner and a 
poor person washing done for her as per acct on fine. Frances Graff allowed $1.30 for 
attending on Frances Sronce a prisioner and a poor person. (Is this one or two persons?) 
John A. Cockram allowed $6.00 for making coffin for Varnell a poor person. John 
Hutchings now deceased. . 

Page 239, Leeswa & Matrine are paupers cared for by Jane McCane. 

Page 240, Christian Meier a poor person furnished clothing etc. by William Schutte. 
Hannam 1s another poor person. 

Page 241, Dec. 4, 1860, Order for coffin to be made for Thomas Warnel a poor person 
recinded for the reason that said allowance was made to the said John Cockram in 
September term of this court 1860. 

Page 247, James Ritchie allowed $5.00 for medical aid given to L. D. Durnell a poor 
person now deceased. (Jan. 4, 1861) 

Page 252, Coffin made for B. F. Thompson a poor deceased person. William Roundtree 
allowed $11.95 for expences or money paid out in the arrest of Helkiah McHenry. 


Page 253, Richard H. Williams allowed $27.50 for keeping Frances P. Stilley. C. H. 
Hatch paid for keeping Lydia J. Gray to her death. Michael Collins being kept by John B. 
Davis. 

Page 253, Isaac Harriss made coffin for Jane Perry a pauper, shroud by Weilmore & 
Campbell. Archibald Willson allowed $15.40 for keeping Perry. 

Page 254, William Schutte paid for keeping Christian Myers. Robert Dickson keeping 
Abraham Jewell. 

Page 260, Robert Blick and David Allen to paint and repair the court house for the sum 
of $162.50. 

Page 262, P. W. Lippencott allowed $5.00 to make coffin for Lydia Jane Gray, May 9, 
1861. 

Page 263, Alonso Edwards allowed $6.00 for coffin for John Tolbert a poor person. 

Page 264, Thomas Reed allowed $10.00 for coffins for Burton Ellis and Jackson 
Williams, deceased poor persons. Also $6.00 to Castlow & Sawerby for coffin for poor 
person. J. H. Hanna allowed for inquest held over the dead body of an unknown pauper 
found dead. Castlow and Sawerby made coffin for George W. Harrison, deceased, a poor 
person. 

Page 265, Samuel M. Carter allowed $25.75 for medicle aid given to Jackson William a 
poor person now deceased. Leonard Russell allowed $25.00 for keeping Elija Harrison & 
other poor persons. Warren Miller allowed money for keeping Mary C. Gray a poor child. 
Michael Collins, Frances Hutchings, Barker and Reich in jail. Isaac Hale is allowed 
$1.25 for administering oaths to prisoners in the county jail. (What kind of oaths?) 

Page 266, James Richie allowed $7.00 for medical aid to George Harrison, Martha 
Justice $6.80 for keeping Mary Kinison, James J. McClure keeping Mary C. Gray, a poor 
child. A. R. Howell allowed $10.00 for medical aid given to William Dawson. Wall & 
Dyer allowed $8.00 for aid to Mrs. Adkinson and Lydia Jane Gray, poor persons. 

Page 272, Inquest held upon the body of Catherine Marlows child. C. A. Keyes allowed 
for furnishing provisions for Mrs. Layds. Ordered that Elijah and Middleton Bigham to 
be notified to take care of and support their father Isaac Bigham. who it is said is a poor 
person and now very old or to show cause at the next term of this court why they shall 
not forfeit and pay to the said county court the sum of five dollars for each month for 
which they shall fail or refuse so to do. D. B. Hatch allowed for articles to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Floid a poor person. William Givins a prisoner in county jail. 

Page 273, Ephriam Rees, Joseph Craig, Alexander A. Kimze, James Wear, Lysias Heape, 
William W. Wells be authorized and required to provide for the destitite families of 
voluntees in the service of the United States that resides in their respective districts. 

Page 274, Jacob Kuntz allowed $1.50 for making a set of hand cuffs for prisoners in jail. 
Page 276, William Givins in jail, Oct 25, 1861. Lewis Hammack allowed $38.05 for 
arresting a colored man charged with horse stealing. 

Page 279, Elijah and Middleton Bigham sent notices about caring for their aged father, 
Isaac Bigham. Middleton appeared and assured that he would support and provide for his 
father one half of the time provided he would remain with him. Elijah Bigham did not 
appear. The court ordered that both take care of their father a poor person. 

Page 280, Damon Thing allowed $31.85 for articles furnished poor families of volunteers 


now in the service of the United States as per certificate of county agent on file which 
amount is to be paid out of a special fund raised for that purpose. Several others furnish 
articles for such families. This is of December 3, 1861. 
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